CURTIS"

Club and took his first holiday abroad.    The account book,
as faithful a record of a man's life, ambitions and fears as
has ever been scribbled in terms of shillings and pence,
tells the story of the small bottle of brandy bought the day
before the crossing;  again just before Christmas it tells
of Curtis buying a new white waistcoat and a case of wine.
Of some 300 briefs, only a handful were marked more
than " 10 and i," but there was one good case for him
when he defended, with Mr. George Elliott, K,C, one
Horace George Rayner, sometimes known as Turner.    An
extraordinary story was told by Mr. Muir for the prose-
cution.   Rayner's mother, it seemed, went to live under
the protection of William Whiteley, the millionaire mer-
chant, in the year 1879.   The prisoner was then 3 years
old, and six years later a son was born to Mr, Whiteley
and the prisoner's  mother,  and was  christened Cecil.
George Rayner did not know that he had a step-brother
until 1898, when he asked his mother who he was.

One day in 1906 George Rayner went to have an inter-
view with the millionaire in his business offices in London.
Two shots rang out, and William Whiteley fell dead. The
police arrested Rayner, and a struggle was made to save
him from death as a result of a wound in his right
eye. When he had recovered he was charged with the
murder, and in his first statement he said his name was
Whiteley, and that he had killed his father. He told the
same story in the witness-box, claiming that he had rightly
asked Mr. Whiteley for financial assistance, believing him
to be his father. He was condemned to death, but the
suggestion that he was mentally unbalanced resulted in his
reprieve and a sentence of penal servitude.
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